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ELIZABETH CANMNING, 


Who hath ſworn that ſhe was robbed and almoſt ſtarved 
to Death by a Gang of Gipſies and other Villains in 
January laſt, for which one MARY SQUIRES now 
lies under Sentence of Death. 
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OF 


ELIZABETH CANNING, &c. 


HERE is nothing more admi- 
rable, nor indeed more amable, 
in the Law of England, than the 


extreme Tenderneſs with which it proceeds 


againſt Perſons accuſed of capital Crimes. 
In this reſpect it juſtly claims a Preference 
to the Inſtitutions of all other Countries; 
in ſome of which a Criminal is hurried to 

| | B execution, 
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execution, with rather leſs Ceremony than 
is required, by our Law, to carry him to 
Priſon; in many, the Tryals (if they may 
be called ſuch) have little of Form, and are 
ſo extremely precipitate, that the unhappy 
Wretch hath no Time to make his De- 
fence, but is often condemned vithout 
well knowing his Ageuſer, and ſometimes 
without well underſtanding his Accuſation. 
In this happy Kingdom, on the contrary, 
ſo tender is the Law of the Life of a Sub- 
je, {9 cautioys'of unjuſtly or erroneopf! 
8 1 8 Frith, 8 Is 
own Maxim, De Morte Hominis, nulla eſt 
Cunctatio longa, it proceeds by flow and 
regular Gradations, and requires ſo many 
antecedent Ceremonies to the ultimate Diſ- 
cuſſion of a Court of Juftice, that ſo far 
from being in Danger of a Condemnation 
without a fair and open Tryal, every Man 
muſt be tried more than once before he 
can receive a capital Sentence: By the Law 
of England, no Man: can be apprehended 
for Felony, without a ſtrong and juſt Suſ- 
picion of his Guilt; nor can he be committed 
to Priſon, without a Charge on Oath before 
a lawful Magiſtrate. This Charge mult be 
again proved on Oath, to the Satisfaction of 
a large Number (Twelve at leaſt) of the 
Hotter Sort of his Countrymen ; (except > 

. the 


©; 
the Caſe of an Appeal of Felony, which.is 
NOW obſolete, - and. where. the P F | 
are ſtill more ceremonial and tedious ;) hes 
fore the Accuſed can. be, required to anſwer 
to it, or be put on his Detence ; and after 
all theſe Preparatives, the Truth of this 
Charge is to be tried in an open Court of 
Juſtice, before one at leaſt and often many 
Judges, by twelve indifferent and unex- 
ceptionable Men: I may truly ſay unexcep- 
tionable, ſince it is in the Priſoner's Power 
to except againſt twenty-four without ſhow- 
ing any Cauſe, and as many more as he 
can ſhow a reaſonable Cauſe of Exception 
againſt, Theſe, after a patient Hearing of 
the Witneſſes againſt him, and after attend- 
ing to his Defence (in the making which, 
the Law preſcribes that every Indulgence 
ſhall be ſhewn him, and that even his Judge 
ſhall be his Council and aſſiſt him) muſt 
all concur in declaring on their Oaths, that 
he is guilty of the Crime alledged againſt 
him ; or he is to be diſcharged, and can 
never more be called in Queſtion for the ſame 
Offence, fave only in the Caſe of Murder, 


'k ſeems, 1 think, that the Wit 1 Man 
could invent no ſtronger Bulwark againſt 
all Injuſtice, and falſe Accuſation, than 


this Inſtitution, under which not only In- 
2 nocence, 
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nocence may rejoice in its own Security, 
but even Guilt can ſcarce be ſo immodeſt as 
to require a fairer Chance of eſcaping the 
Puniſhment i it deſerves, - 


7 And yet, if after all this: Precise it 
ſhould manifeſtly appear, that a Perſon hath 


been unjuſtly condemned, either by bring- 
ing to Light ſome latent Circumſtance, or 


by diſcovering that the Witneſſes againſt 
him are certainly perjured, or by any other 
Means of diſplaying the Party's Innocence, 
the Gates of Mercy are ſtill left open, and 
upon a proper and decent Application, ei- 
ther to the Judge before whom the Tryal 
was had, or to 15 privy Council, the con- 


demned Perſon will be ſure of obtaining a 
Pardon, of preſerving his Life, and of fe- 


gaining both his Liberty and Reputation.” | 
To make therefore ſuch an Application 


: po the Behalf of injured Innocence, is not 


laudable in every Man, but it is a 


1 Foes: the Neglect of which he can by no 


Means anſwer to his own Conſcience ; but 


this, as I have aid, is to be done in a pro- 


per and decent Manner, by a private Ap- 


| np to thoſe with whom the Law hath 


odged a Power of correcting its Errors, 


ſort 
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fort immediately to the Public by inflam- 
matory Libels againſt - the Juſtice of the 
Nation, . to. eſtabliſh a kind of a Court of 
Appeal from this Juſtice i ip the Bookſeller's 
Shop, to re- examine in News Papers and 
Pamphlets the Merits of Cauſes which, af- 
ter a fair and legal Tryal, have already re- 
ceived the ſolemn Determination of a 5 fg 
of Judicature, to arraign the Conduct of 
Magiſtrates, of Juries, and even of Judges, 
and this even with the moſt profligate In- 
decency, are the Effects of a Licentiouſneſs 
to which no Government, jealous of its 
own Honour, or indeed provident of its 
own Safety, will ever indulge or ſubmit to. 


+ Senſible as I am of this, I ſhould by no 
means become an Aggreſſor of this kind; 
but ſurely when ſuch Methods have been 
uſed to miſlead the Public, and to cenſure 
the Juſtice of the Nation in its Sagacity at 
leaſt, and groſsly to miſrepreſent their Pro- 
ceedings, it can require little Apology to 
make uſe of the ſame Ends to refute ſo 
| iniquitous an Attempt. However unlaw- 
ful a Weapon may be in the Hands of an 
Aſſailant, it becomes ſtrictly juſtifiable in 
thoſe of the Defendant : And as the Judges 
will certainly excuſe an Undertaking in De- 
| fence of themſelves, ſo may 1 expect 1 
| tne 
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the Public, (that Part of it, I mean, whoſe 
Eſteem alone I have ever coveted or de- 
fired, ) ſhould ſhew ſome Favour to a Deſign 
which hath in View not a bare Satisfaction 
of their Curioſity only, but to prevent them 
from forming a very raſh, and, poſſibly, a 
very unjuſt Judgment. Laſtly, there is 
ſomething within myſelf which rouſes me 
to the Protection of injured Innocence, and 
which prompts me with the Hopes of an 

plauſe much more valuable than that of 
the whole World. 


Without this laſt Motive, indeed; it may 
be imagined I. ſhould ſcarce have taken up 
my Pen in the Defence of a poor little Girl 
whom the many have already condemned. 
I well know the extreme Difficulty which 
will always be found in obtaining a Rever- 
ſal of ſuch a Judgment. Men who have 
applauded themſelves, and have been ap- 
plauded by others, for their great Penetra- 
tion and on, will ſtruggle very 
hard before they will give up their Title to 
ſuch Commendation, Though they, per- 
haps, heard the Cauſe at firſt with the Im- 
partiality' of upright Judges, when they 
have once given their Opinion, they are too- 
apt to become warm Advocates, and even. 
intereſted Parties in Defence of that Opi- 

nion. 


7 
nion. Deplorable, indeed, and deſperate 
is the Caſe of a poor Wretch againſt whom 
ſuch a Sentence is paſt ! No Writ of Error 
lies againſt this Sentence, but before that 
tremeadous Court of the Public where it 
was firſt pronounced, and no Court what- 
ever is, for the Reaſons already aſſigned, 
o tenacious of the Judgments . it 1 
once en, | 


hs Define: REES of this Dif 
fculty, I am determined to proceed to dif- 
cloſe, as far as I am able, the true ſtate of 
an Affair which, however inconſiderable 
the Parties may be in their Station of Life, 
(though injured Innocence will never appear 
an inconſiderable Object to a good Mind,) 
is now become a Matter of real Concern 
and great Importance to the Public; againſt 
whom a moſt horrible Impoſture, ſupported 
by the moſt impudent as well as impious 
Perjury is dreſſed up, either on the one Side 
or on the other: To diſcover moſt mani- 
feſtly on which Side it lies ſeems to be 
within the Power of the Government, and 
it is highly incumbent on them to exert 
themſelves on this Occaſion, in order that 
by the moſt exemplary Puniſhment they 
may deter Men from that dreadful Crime 
of Perjury, which in this Caſe either threat- 


ens 
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ens to make the Sword of Juſtice a Terror 


to the Innocent, or to take off all its Edge 


from the Guilty ; which of theſe it is like- 
lieft to do in the preſent Inſtance, I will 
endeavour to aſſiſt the Reader, at leaſt, in 
forming a probable Conjecture, - 


Elizabeth Canning, a young Girl of eigh- 
teen Years of Age, who lived at es 
bury Poſtern, in the City of London, de- 
clares, That on Monday he x{t of January 
laſt ſhe went to ſee her Uncle and Aunt; 
who are People of a very good Character, 
and who live at Saltpetre Bank near Roſe- 
mary-lane ; that having continued with 
them till towards nine in the Evening, her 
Uncle and Aunt, it being late, walked a 
great Part of the Way home with her; 
that ſoon after ſhe parted with them, and 
came oppolite to Berhlehem-gate in Moor- 


fields, ſhe was ſeized by two Men who, 


after robbing her of half a Guinea in Gold, 
and three Shillings in Silver, of her Hat, 
Gown, and Apron, violently dragged her 
into a Gravel-walk that leads down to the 
Gate of Beth;chem Hoſpital, about the Mid- 
dle of which one of the Men, after threat- 
ening to do for her, gave her a violent Blow 


with his Fiſt on the right Temple, that 


threw her into a Fit, and intirely deprived 


her 


191 
her of her Senſes. Theſe Fits ſhe ſays ſhe 
hath been accuſtomed to; that they were 
fiſt occalioned by the F all of a Cieling on 
her Head; that they are apt to return up- 
on her whenever the is frightened, and that 
they ſometimes continue for ſix or ſeven 
Hours ; that when ſhe came to herſelf ſhe 
perceived that two Men were hurrying her 
along in a large Road-way, and that in a 
little time after ſhe was recovered, ſhe was 
able to walk alone; however, they till 
continued to pull and drag her along; that 
ſhe was ſo intimidated by their Uſage that 
ſhe durſt not call out, nor even ſpeak to 
them ; that in about half an Hour after the 
Recovery of her Senſes they carried her in- 
to a Houſe where ſhe ſaw in the Kitchen 
an old Gipſy Woman and two young Wo- 
men ; that the old Gipſy Woman took hold 
of her by the Hand, and promiſed 70 give 
her fine Cloaths if ſhe would go their Way, 
which Expreſſion ſhe underſtanding to mean 
the becoming a Profſtjcute, ſhe utterly re- 
fuſed to comply with; upon which the 
old Gipſy Woman took a Knife out of a 
Drawer and cut the Stays off this Elizabeth 
Canning, and took them away from her, 
at which-time one of the Men likewiſe took 
off her Cap, and then both the Men went 
away; that ſoon after they were gone, and 
| C | about 
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about an Hour after ſhe had been in the 
Houſe the old Gipſy Woman forced her 
up an old Pair of Stairs, and puthed her in- 
to a Back- room like a Hay- loft, without 
any Furniture whatſoever in the ſame, and 
there locked her up, threatening that if ſhe 
made the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, the 
old Giply Woman would come up and cut 
her Throat, and then faſtened the Door on 
the Outſide and went away. She fays, 
that when it was Day-light, upon her look- 
ing round to ſee in what diſmal Place ſhe 
was confined, fhe diſcovered a large black 
Jug, with the Neck much broken, filled 
with Water, and ſeveral Pieces of Bread, 
amounting to about the Quantity of a Quar- 
tern Loaf ſcattered onthe Floor, where was 
likewiſe a ſmall Parcel of Hay. In this 
Room ſhe ſays ſhe continued from that time 
till about half an Hour after four of the 
Clock in the Afternoon of Monday the 
29th Day of the fame Month of January, 
beingin all twenty-ſeven Days and upwards, 
without any other Suſtenance than the 
aforeſaid Bread and Water, except one ſmall 
Minced-pye which ſhe had in her Pocket 
which ſhe was carrying home as a Preſent 
to her little Brother. She likewiſe ſays, 
that ſhe had ſome Part of this Proviſion re- 
maining on the Friday before ſhe made her 

Eſcape, 


E 

Eſcape, Which ſhe did by breaking but at 
a Window of the Room or Loft in which 
ſhe was confined, and whence having 
eſcaped, ſhe got back to her Friends in 
London in about ſix Hours, in a moſt weak 
and miſerable Condition, being almoſt 
ſtarved to Death, and without ever once 
ſtopping at any Houſe or Place by the Way. 
She likewiſe ſays, that during her whole 
Confinement no Perſon ever came near her 
to alk her any Queſtion whatever, nor did 
ſhe ſee any belonging to the Houſe more 
than once, when one of the Women peeped 
through a Hole in the Door, and that ſhe 
herſelf was afraid to call or ſpeak to any 
one. All this ſhe hath folemnly ſworn be- 
fore a Magiſtrate and in a Court of Juſtice, 


Such is the Narrative of Eliaabeth Can- 
ning, and a very extraordinary Narrative it 
is, conſiſting of many ſtrange Particulars, 
reſembling rather a wild Dream than a real 
Fact. Firſt, It doth not well appear with 
what Motive theſe Men carried this poor 
Girl ſuch a Length of Way, or indeed that 
they had any Motive at all for ſo doing. 
Secondly, that they ſhould be able to do it 
is not very eaſy to believe; I do not mean 
that it is not within the Strength of two 
Men to carry a little Girl (for ſo ſhe is) ten 
C 2 Miles, 


CD I — o 


"ages „232311 Mn. Hon ld... A. rn i, 
h — I 


r 
— 2 hr. 


{1 
: 
14 
i 
1 
E 4, 
4} 


1 
* 
. 
$44 
x 
15 1 
, 
1 
94 
* 
fs 
; 
8% 
+} 
, ; 
1 5 


- — - 
. — 


— a —_ - 
— — — — — — — — — 
=" r 
* — ED. — vw — — 
7 0 7 > 2 
* + 2 * > - 


= = — — .- — — 

— .: —:—::.: 4 _— — 
3 ” "a. — * % i - * 
—U— — — — —— 0 = 


T a0] 


Miles, but that they could do this without 


being met, oppoſed, or examined, by any 


Perſons in the much frequented Roads near 
this Town, is extreamly ſtrange and ſur- 
priſing. Thirdly, the Gipſy Woman doth 
not ſeem to have had any ſufficient Motive 
to her Proceedings. If her Deſign was to 
make a Proſtitute or a Gipſey, or both, of 
this poor Girl, ſhe would, in all Probabili- 
ty, have applied to her during her Confine- 
ment, to try what Effect that Confinement 
had produced. If her Deſign was Murder, 
ſhe had many eaſier and better Ways than 
by ſtarving, or if ſhe had choſen this Me- 
thod of deſtroying the Girl, it ſeems im- 

ſſible to account for the conveying to her 
that Bread and Water, which could ſerve 
for no other Purpoſe but to lengthen out 
the Miſery of a Wretch againſt whom the 
Gipſy Woman had, as appears, no Foun- 
dation whatever of Anger or Revenge, -and 
might have increaſed the Danger of diſ- 
covering the whole Villainy. Pourthly, 
That Eligabeth Canning herſelf ſhould have 
furvived this Uſage, and all the Terrors it 


mult have occaſioned, and ſhould have been 


kept alive with no other  Suſtenance than 
ſhe declares ſhe had, are Facts very 
aſtoniſhing and almoſt incredible. F:fthly, 
That the ſhould fo well have huſbanded her 

; {mall 
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ſmall Pittance as to retain ſome of it till 
within two Days of her Eſcape, is another 
very ſurpriſing Circumſtance. Siæthly, that 
ſhe ſhould undergo all this Hardſhip and 
Faſting without attempting ſooner to make 
her Eſcape, or without perceiving the Poſ- 
fibility of making it in the Manner in which 
ſhe at laſt ſays ſhe did effect it, ſeems to be 
no leſs ſhocking -to Reaſon and common 
Senſe. Laſtly, that at the Time when ſhe 
dates this Eſcape, ſhe ſhould have Strength 
fufficient left, not only to break her Priſon 
in the Manner ſhe declares, but to walk 
ecleven or twelve Miles to her own Home, 
is another Fact which may very well ſtagger 
our Belief, and is a proper Cloſe to this 
ſtrange, unaccouritable, and ſcarce credible 
Story. 5 | | 


Thus have I ſet the ſeveral Particulars of 
this Narrative in as ſtrong a Light againſt 
the Relater, and in one as diſadvantageous 
to the Credibility of her Relation, as 1 
think they can fairly be placed. Certain it 
is, that the Facts ſeem at firſt to amount 
to the very higheſt Degree of Improbabi- 
lity, but I think that they do not amount 
to an Impoſſibility; for as to thoſe Objec- 
tions which ariſe from the Want of a ſuf- 
ficient Motive in the Tranſactors of this 
cruel 
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cruel Scene, no great Streſs I think can be 
laid on theſe. I might aſk what poſſible 
Motive could induce two Ruffians, whe 
were executed laſt Winter for Murder, after 
they had robbed a poor Wretch who made 
no Reſiſtance, to return and batter his Skull 
with their Clubs, till they fractured it in 
almoſt twenty different Places. How many 
Cruelties indeed do we daily hear of, to 
which it ſeems not eaſy to aſſign any other 
Motive than Barbarity itſelf ? In ſerious 
and ſorrowful Truth, doth not Hiſtory as 
well as our own Experience afford us too 
great Reaſon to ſuſpect, that there is in 
ſome Minds a Senſation directly oppoſite to 
that of Benevolence, and which delights 
and feeds itſelf with Acts of Cruelty and 
Inhumanity? And if ſuch a Paſſion can 
be allowed any Exiſtence, where can 
we imagine it more likely to exiſt than 
among ſuch People as theſe ? 


Beſides, though to a humane and truly 
ſenfible Mind ſuch Actions appear to want 
an adequate Motive, yet to Wretches very 
little removed, either in their Senſations or 
Underſtandings, from wild Beaſts, here 
may poſtibly appear a very ſufficient Mo- 
tive to all that they did ; ſuch might be a 
Deſire of increaſing the Train of Gipſys 

_ or 
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or of Whores in the Family of Mother 
Mell. One of theſe appears to have been 
the Deſign of the Gipſy Woman from 
the Declaration of Elizabeth Canning, who, 
if ſhe had ſaid Nothing more improbable, 
would certainly have been intitled to our 
Belief in this, though this Deſign ſeems af- 
terwardsnot to have been purſued, In ſhort, 
| ſhe might very poſſibly have left the Alter- 
native with fome Indifference to the Girl's 
own Option ; if ſhe was ſtarved out of her 
Virtue, the Family might eaſily apprehend 
ſhe would give them Notice; if out of her 
Life, it would be then Time enough to 
convey her dead Body to ſome Ditch or 
Dunghill, where when it was found it 
would tell no Tales: Poſſibly, however, 
the Indifference of the Gipſy Woman 
was not ſo abſolute, but that ſhe might 
prefer the Girl's going her Way, and this 
will account for her conveying to her that 
Bread and Water, which might give the 

r Girl a longer Time to deliberate, and 
conſequently the Love of Life might have 
a better Chance to prevail over the Love of 

Virtue. | 


80 much for the firſt and third Objection 
ariſing from the Want of Motive, from 


which, as I obſeryed above, no very pow- 
Eo „ 


it 1 

Is erful Arguments can be drawn in the Caſe 
. of ſuch Wretches: As to the ſecond Ob- 
| jection, thougl 1 mentioned it as I would 
Smit none, t e Reader, I preſume, will - 
lt lay fo little Weight upon it, that it would 
; be waſting Time to give it much anſwer, 
In Reality, the Darkneſs of the Night at 
iy that Seaſon of the Year, and when it was 
within two Days of the New Moon, with 
ws the Indifference of moſt People to what 
1 doth not concern themſelves, and the 
14 Terror with which all honeſt Perſons = 
I by Night through the Roads near this 
vl Town, will very ſufficiently account for 
1 | the Want of all Interruption to theſe Men 
* in their * of the Poor Girl. 


With TI to the fourth Objection 
17 How ſhe could ſurvive this Uſage, &c? I 
; leave the Degree of Probability to be aſcer- 
tained by the Phyſicians :. Poſiible, I think 
it is, and I contend for no more. I ſhall. 
= | only obſerve here, that ſhe barely did ſur- 
vive it, and that ſhe, who left — Mother 
it in a plump Condition, returned ſo like a 
1 Spectre, that her Mother fainted away 
+ When ſhe ſaw her; her Limbs were all. 
emaciated, and the Colour of her Skin 
turned black, ſo as to reſemble a State of 

Mot | 


17 
Mortification; her Recovery from which 
State ſince, is a Proof of that firm and 
ſound Conſtitution, which ſupported her, 
if ſhe * true, under all her Miſery. 


As to the fifth Objection, the anſwers, 

That the cruel Uſage ſhe had met with, 
and the Condition ſhe ſaw herſelf in, fo 
affected both her Mind and Body, that ſhe 
eat ſcarce any Thing during the firſt Days 
of her Confinement, and afterwards had ſo 
little Appetite, that ſhe could ſcarce ſwal- 
low the hard Morſels which were allotted 


her. x 


The fixth Objection hath; in my Opi- 
nion, ſo little in _— that had I not heard it 
inſiſted on by others, I ſhould not myſelf 
have advanced it; common Experience 
every Day teacheth us, that we endure 
many Inconveniencies of Life, while we 
overlook thoſe Ways of extricating our- 
ſelves, which, when they are diſcovered, 
appear to have been, from the firſt, ex- 
tremely eaſy and obvious. The Inference 
which may be drawn from this Obſervation, 
a moderate Degree of Candor will oblige 
us to extend very far in the Caſe of a poor 
_ ſimple Child, under all the Circumſtances 


of Weakneſs of Body, and Depreſſion and 
D Confuſion 


18. 1 
Confafion: of Spirits, till Deſpair, which is 
& Quality that is ever increaſing as its Object 
Bee "8g grew to the higheſt - Pitch, and 
forced her to an attempt, which ſhe had 
not before had the Courage to undertake. 


As to hee accomplithing this, nt being 
4510 to eſcape to her Friends, the Probabi- 
lity of this likewiſe leave to the Diſcuſ- 
fion of Phyſicians : Poſſible it ſurely is, and 
I queſtion very much, whether the Degree 
of Deſpair, which I have juſt mentioned, 
will not even make it probable; ſince this 
is known to add no leſs Strength to the 
Body than it doth to the Mind, a Truth 
which every Man almoſt my confirm by 
many Inſtances. i 


- But if, notwithſtanding all I have here 
fad, the Narrative ſhould ſtill appear ever 
ſo improbable, it may yet become a prope 

Object of our Belief, Tom the Weight of 
the Evidence; for there is a Degree of Evi- 
dence, by-which every Fact that is not im- 
poſſible to have happened at all, or to have 
happened in the Manner in i it is re- 
lated, may be ſupported and ought to be 
believed: In all Caſes, indeed, the Weight 


of Evidence ought to be ſtrictly conform- 


abie to the Weight of Improbability ; and 


when 


8 
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when it is ſo, the wiſer a Man is the ſooner 
and eaſier he will believe. To ſay Truth; 
to judge well of this Conformity is what 
we truly call Sagacity, and requires the 


greateſt Strength and Force of Underſtand- 


ing. He, who gives a haſty Belief to what is 
ſtrange and improbable, is guilty of Raſh- 
neſs; but he is much more abſurd, who 
declares that he will believe no ſuch Fact 
on any Evidence whatever. The World 


are too much inclined to think, that the 
 Credulous is the only Fool; whereas, in 
Truth, there is another Fool of a quite op- 


poſite Character, who is much more dif- 
ficult to deal with, leſs liable to the Domi- 
nion of Reaſon, and poſſeſſed of a Frailty 
more prejudicial to himſelf and often more 
detrimental to Mankind in general. 5 


To apply this Reaſoning to the preſent 
Caſe, as we have, it is hoped, with great 
Fairneſs and Impartiality, ſtated all the Im- 


probabilities which compoſe this Girl's Nar- 


rative, we will now conſider the Evidence 
that ſupports them, And when we have 


done this, it will poſſibly appear, that the 


credulous Perſon is he who believes that 
El: zabeth Ganmng is a Liar. 123 


PFirſt then, there is one Part of this 
Story, which is inconteſtably true, as it is 
0 D 2 a 
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a Matter of public Notoricty, and known by 
almoſt every Inhabitant in the Pariſh where 
her Mother dwells. 'This is, that the Girl, 
after the Abſence of a Month, returned on 
the 29th of January, in the dreadful Con- 
dition above-deſcribed, This being an eſ- 
tabliſhed Fact, a very fair Preſumption fol- 
lows, that ſhe was confined ſome-where, 
and by ſome Perſon; that this Confine- 
ment was of equal Duration with her Ab- 
ſence ; that ſhe was almaſt ſtarved to 


Death; that ſhe was confined in a Place, 


whence it was difficult to make her Eſcape; 
that, however, this Eſcape was poſſible; 


and that, at length, ſhe actually made it: 


All theſe are Circumſtances, which ariſe 
from the Nature of the Fact itſelf. They 
are what Tully calls Evidentia Rei, and are 
ſtronger than the poſitive Teſtimony of 
any Witneſſes; they do, indeed, carry Con- 
viction with them to every Man, who hath 
Capacity enough to draw a Concluſion 
from the moſt ſelf- evident Premiſes. 


Theſe Facts being eſtabliſhed, I ſhall 
oppoſe Improbability to Improbability, and 
firſt I begin by aſking, Why did this Girl 
conceal the Perſon who thus cruelly uſed 
her ? It could not bea Lover; for among 
all the Cruelties, by which Men have be- 
come infamous in their Commerce with 

£4 | Women, 
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Women, none of this Kind, can, Ine 


be produced. What Reaſon, therefore, 


can be aſſigned for this great Degree of 
more than Chriſtian Forgiveneſs of ſuch 
barbarous Uſage, is to me, I own, a Secret; 


ſuch Forgiveneſs, therefore, is, at leaſt, as 


great a Degree of Imbrobability as any 
which can be found, or which can be feign⸗ 


ed in her Narrative. 


Again, What Motive can be invented for 
her laying this heavy Charge on thoſe who 
are innocent? That Street-robbers and 
Gipſics, who have ſcarce even the A ppearance 
of Humanity, ſhould be guilty of wanton 


Cruelty without a Motive, hath greatly ſtag- 


gered the World, and many have denied the 
Probability f ſuch a Fact: Will they then 
imagine, that this Gitl hath e a 
more deliberate, and, therefore, a more 
atrocious Crime, by endeavouring to take 
away the Lives of an old Woman, her 
Son, and another Man, as well as to ruin 
another Woman, without any Motive 
whatever ? Will they believe this of a young 
Girl, hardly 18 Years old, who hath the 


unanimous Teſtimony of all who ever 


knew her from her Infancy, to ſupport the 
Character of a virtuous, modeſt, ſober, 


well-diſpoſed Girl; and this Character maſt 
inforced by thoſe who know her beſt, and 
particularly | 


£7 2 
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particularly by thoſe 1 whom ſhe hath 
* in en 


As to any Motive of getting Showa by 
ſuch an Attempt, nothing can be more 
groundleſs and evidently falſe than the Sug- 
geſtion ; the Subſcription which was pro- 
poſed and publicly advertiſed, was thought 
of long after the Girl's Return to her Mo- 
ther, upon which Return ſhe immediately 
told the Story in the Preſence of Numbers 
of People, with all the Circumſtances with 
which ſhe hath. fince, without any Varia- 
tion, related it. The real Truth is, that 
this Subſcription was ſet on foot by ſeveral 
well diſpoſed Neighbours and very ſubſtan- 
tial Tradeſmen, in order to bring a Set of 
horrid Villains to Juſtice, which then ap- 
peared (as it hath finceproved) tobe a Matter 
which would be attended with conſiderable 
Expence, nor was any Reward to the Girl 
then thought of; the firſt Propoſer of which 
Reward was a Noble and Generous Lord, 
who was preſent at the laſt Examination of 
this Matter in Bow-/ftreet ; So that this 
Charge of the Gipſy Woman, and the reſt; 
if a falſe one, was abſolutely. without any 


Motive at all. A ſecond Improbability which 


riſes as much higher than that to which rit 
0 orc? 25 I the Crime: would be higher, | 
s "hou 
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8 nce it would be more deliberate, in 8 
Girl, and as her Character is better than that 
of Street-Robbers: and Gap? DE 5 


| Again, as the Girl can ſcarce di ſuppoſed 
wicked enough, ſo I am far from ſuppo Pug 
her _— enough to invent ſuch a Story. 
Story full of Variety of ſtrange Incidents, 165 
worthy the Invention of ſome Writer of 
Romances, in many of which we find ſuck 
kind of ſtrange Improbabilities that are the 
Productions of a fertile, though common- 
ly a diſtempered, Brain; whereas this Girl 
is a Child in Years, and yet more ſo in 
Underſtanding, with all the evident Marks 
of Simplicity that I ever diſcovered in a hu- 
man Countenance; and this I think may 


1 admitted to be a third Improbabllity: 


A Fourth froms to me to ariſe from che 
Manner in which this poor ſimple Girl hath 
ſupported this Story; which, as it requires 
the higheſt Degree of Wickedneſs of Heart, 
and ſome tolerable Goodneſs of Head to 
have invented, ſo doth it require no ſmall 
Degree of Aſſurance to ſupport; and that in 
large Aſſemblies of Perſons of a much 
higher Degree than ſhe had ever before-ap- 
in the Preſence of: Before Noble- 

men, and Magiſtrates, and Judges, — 
who 
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who muſt have inſpired a Girl of this kind 


with the higheſt Awe. Before all theſe ſhe 
went through her Evidence without Heſi- 
tation, Confuſion, Trembling, Change of 
Countenance, or other apparent Emotion. 
Asſuch a Behaviour could proceed only from 
the higheſt Impudence, or moſt perfect 


Innocence, ſo it ſeemed clearly to ariſe from 


the latter, as it was accompanied with ſuch 
2 Shew of Decency, Modeſty, and Simpli- 
city, that if theſe were all affected, which 
thoſe who diſbelieve her muſt ſuppoſe, it 
muſt have required not only the higheſt 
Art, but the longeſt Practice and Habit 
to bring it to ſuch a Denn of Per- 
fection. 


A Fifth Im eb; is, that this Girl 
ſhould fix on a 4 ſo far from home, and 
where it doth not appear ſhe had ever been 
before. Had ſhe gone to this Place of her 
own Accord, or been carried thither by any 
other than the Perſon ſhe accuſed, furely 
Mother Wells would have told this, as it 
muſt have acquitted her of the Fact laid to 
her Charge, and would indeed have de- 
ſtroyed the whole Character of Elizabeth 
8 and of Conſequence have put an 
End to the Proſecution; but Mother Wells, 


on the contrary, denied abſolutely that Eli. 
_  zabeth 


2 
zabeth Canning had ever been in her Houſe, 
or that ſhe had ever ſeen her Face before 
ſhe came there with the Peace Officers. 


Tn this Point, vis. That Elizabeth Cane 
ning was not acquainted with Mother Wells, 
or her Houſe, nor ever there, in any other 
Manner than as ſhe herſelf hath informed us, 
her Evidence ſtands confirmed by the beſt 
and ſtrongeſt Teſtimony imaginable, and 
that is by the Declaration of the Defendant 
Mells herſelf. It is true indeed, that as to 
her being confined there, Wells utterly de- 
nies it, but ſhe as poſitively affirms, that 
this Eligabeth Canning was never there at 
any other Time, nor in any other Manner. 
From this Point then fo eſtabliſhed, will 
reſult an utter Impofſibility ; for unleſs this 
poor Girl had been well acquainted with the 
Houfe, the Hayloft, the Pitcher, &c. how 
was it poſſible that ſhe ſhould deſcribe them 
all fo very exactly as ſhe did, at her Return 
to her Mother's, in the Preſence of ſuch 
Numbers of People? Nay, ſhe deſcribed, 
likewiſe, the Proſpect that appeared from the 
Hayloft, with ſuch Exactneſs as required a 
long Time to farniſh her with the Particu- 
lars of. I know but two Ways of her be- 
ing enabled to give this Deſcription ; either 
ſhe muſt have been there herſelf, or mult - 
have had her Information from ſome other. 
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As to the former Wells herſelf denics it; and 
as to the latter, I leave to the Conjecture of 
my ingenious Reader, whether it was Mo- 
ther Wells herſelf, the Gipſy Woman, Fir- 
tue Hall, or who elſe that inſtructed Eli ga- 
beth Canning in all theſe Particulars. 


In the mean time, I ſhall beg leave to 
conclude, either that we muſt account for 
the Girl's Knowledge one of the Ways 
which I have mentioned; or, Secondly, we 
muſt believe an Impoſſtbility ; or, Thirdly, 
we muſt ſwallow the Truth of this Rela- 
tion, though it be as hard a Morſel as any 
which the poor Girl fed on a during her 


whole Confinement. 


And now I come to a Piece of Evidence 
which hath been the principal Foundation 
of that Credit which I have given to this 
extraordinary Story. It appeared to me at 
firſt to be convincing and unſurmountable, 
in the ſame Light it appeared to a Gentle- 
man whoſe Underſtanding and Sagacity are 
of the very firſt Rate, and who is one of 
the beſt er of his Time; he owned 
that this Evidence ſeemed to kin to be un- 
anſwerable, fo 1 acknowledge it yet ſeems 
to me, and till it ſhall receive an Anſwer, 
J muſt continue to believe the Fact which 
reſts upon it. 

In 


2 


In order to lay this Evidence before the 


Reader in a fair and juſt Light, it will be 


neceſſary to give a brief Relation of the 
Order of Pr occeding i in this Caſe, down to 


the Time when Firtue Hall appeared firſt 


before me. 


Upon the burn of Elizabeth Canning 
to her Mother's Houſe in the Manner above 
ſet forth, and upon the Account which ſhe 
gave of her unprecedented Sufferings, the 
viſible Marks of which then appeared on 
her Body, all her Neighbours began to fire 
with Reſentment avainſt the ſeveral Actors 
concerned in fo cruel a Scene ; and pre- 


ſently ſome of the moſt ſubſtantial of theſe 


Neighbours propoſed to raiſe a Contribu- 
tion amongſt themſelves, in order, if poſ- 
ſible, to bring the Villains who had injured 
this poor Girl to exemplary Juſtice : * 
ſoon therefore as ſhe was able to bear the 
Journey they put her into a Chaiſe, and, 
taking with them proper Peace Officers, 


| conveyed the Girl along the Hertford Road, 


to ſee if ſhe was ablc bs trace out the Ho: 10 
where ſhe had been confined : for the at 
that Time knew not the Name of the Place, 
nor could ſhe ſufficiently defcribe the Situ- 
ation of Wells 8 Houte, a. (hs had be- 
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fore ſo exactly deſcribed the Inſide of it. 
Poſſibly indeed . ſhe might never have been 
able to have diſcovered the Houle at all, had 
it not been for a very extraordinary Inci- 
dent, and this was, that through the Chinks 
or Creviſes of the Boards of the Hayloft ſhe 
ſaw, at a Diſtance the Hertford Stage Coach 
paſs by, the Driver of which ſhe knew, 
though he paſt not near enough for her to 
call to him with any Hopes of Succeſs, and 
by this extraordinary Circumſtance ſhe 
came to know that the Houſe ſtood on the 


| Hertford Road. 


When they arrived at this Houſe the poor 
Girl was taken out of the Chaiſe, and placed 
on a Table in the Kitchen, where all the 
Family paſſed in Review before her ; ſhe 
then fixed on the Gipſy Woman, whom 
ſhe had very particularly deſcribed before, 
and who is, perhaps, the moſt remarkable 
Perſon in the whole World ; ſhe charged 
likewiſe Virtue Hall, whoſe Countenance 
likewiſe is very eaſy to be remembered by 
thoſe who have once ſeen her. 


The whole Family, however, though no 
more were poſitively charged by Elizabeth 
Canning, being put all into a Cart were 


conducted before Mr. Tyſhemaker, who is 
3 * 
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2 Juſtice of the Peace for the County of 
Middl:jex, who having firſt examined Eli- 
zabeth Canning alone, but without taking 
from her any Information in Writing, did 
afterwards examine all the Parties, and in 
the End committed the Gipſy Woman and 
Wells, the former for taking away the Stays 
from Eligabeth Camung, and the latter for 
keeping a diſorderly Houſe. 


And here the Reader will be pleaſed to 
obſerve theſe Facts: 55 


Firſt, That Elizabeth Canning did not 
make any Information in Writing before 


this Juſtice. 


Secondly, That the Hiſtory of the Fact 
that ſhe related to the Juitice was not in the 
Preſence of Virtue Hall. 


Thirdly, That Elzabeth Canning, fo 
cautious 1s ſhe in taking her Oath, de- 
clared, That ſhe could not ſwear to the 
Gipſy's Son, as the Men's Hats were flap- 
ped over their Faces in the Houſe, and as 
when ſhe was firſt aſſaulted it was ſo very 
dark ſhe could not diſtinguiſh their Coun- 


tenances, nor did ſhe charge Mels with any 
Crime at all, except that which reſulted 
| from 
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30 
from the Tenor of her whole Evidence of 
keeping a diſorderly Houſe. 


Laſtly, That Yertue Hall did, at that 
Time, bunt deny, that ſhe knew any 
Thing of the Matter, and declared, that 
Elizabeth Canning had never been in Wells's 


Houſe, to her Knowledge, till that Day, 
nor had ſhe ever ſeen her Face before ; 
the Conſequence of which Declaration 
was, that the Gipſey's Son, whom this 
FVertue Hall hath fince calcd of the Rob- 
bery, was diſcharged by Mr. Ty/hemaker. 


Elizabeth Canning, with her Friends, 


now returned home to her Mother's Houſe, 


where ſhe continued to languiſh in a very 
deplorable Condition; and now Mr. Salt, 
the Attorney who bath been employed in 
this Cauſe, adviſed the Parties to apply to 
Council, and upon this Occaſion, 2s he 
hath done upon many others, he fixed up- 
on me as the Council to be adviſed with. 


. upon the 6th of February, 
as I was ſitting in my Room, Counſellor 
Maden being then with me, my Clerk de- 


livered me a 1 aſe, which was thus, as I re- 
member, indorſed at the Top, 7. be Caſe of 


Elizabeth Canning for Mr.Fielding's Opinion, 
and 
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and at the Bottom, Salt, Solr. Upon the 
Receipt of this Caſe, with my Fee, Ibid my 
Clerk give my Service to Mr. Salt and tell 
him, that I would take the Caſe with me 
into the Country, whither I intended to go 
the next Day, and defired he would call 
for it on the Friday Morning afterwards ; 
after which, without looking into it, I de- 
livered it to my Wife, who was then drink- 
ing Tea with us, and who laid it by. 


The Reader will pardon my being ſo par- 
ticular in theſe Circumſtances, as they 
ſeem, however triffling they may be in 
themſelves, to ſhew the true Nature of this 
whole Tranſaction, which hath been ſo baſely 
miſrepreſented, andas they will all beatteſted 
by a Gentleman of Faſhion, and of as much 
Honor as any in the Nation. My Clerk 
preſently returned up Stairs, and brought 
Mr. Salt with him, who, when he came 
into the Room, told me, that he believed 
the Queſtion would be of very little Dit- 
ficulty, and begged me carneſtly to read it 
over then, and give him my Opinion, as it 
was a Matter of ſome Haſte, being of a 
criminal Nature, and he feared the Parties 
would make their Eſcape. Upon this, I 
defired him to fit down, and when the 
Tea was ended, I ordered my Wife to 

| | fetch 
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fetch me back the Caſe, which 1 then read 
over, and found it to contain a very full and 
clear State of the whole Affair relating to 
the Uſage of this Girl, with a Qyere what 
Methods might be proper to take to bring 
the Offenders to Juſtice ; which Quere I 
anſwcred in the beſt Mannet J was able. 
Mr. Salt then deſired, that Elizabeth Can- 
ning might ſwear to her Information before 
me, and added, that it was the very parti- 
cular Deſire of ſeveral Gentlemen of that 
End of the Town, that Vertue Hall might 
be examined by me relating to her NK 
ledge of this Affair. 


This Bufineſs J at firſt declined, partly, 
as it was a Tranſaction which had happened 
at a diſtant Part of the County, as it had 
been examined already by a Gentleman, 
with whom I have the Pleaſure of ſome 
Acquaintance, and of whoſe Worth and 
Integrity I have, with all, I believe, who 
know him, a very high Opinion ; but 
principally, indeed, for that I had been al- 
moſt fatigued to Death, with ſeveral tedi- 
ous Examinations at that Time, and had in- 
tended to refreſ myſelf with a Day or two's 
Interval in the Country, where ] had not 
been, unleſs on a Sday, for a long Time. 


EL I yielded, 
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I yielded, however, at laſt, to the Im- 
portunities of Mr. Salt; and my only Mo- 
tives for ſo doing were, beſides thoſe Im- 
portuities, ſome Curioſity, occaſioned b 
the extraordinary Nature of the Caſe, and 
a great Compaſſion for the dreadful Condi- 


tion of the Girl; as it was repreſented to 
me by Mr. Salt. ; 


The next Day, Elizabeth Canning was 
brought in a Chair to my Houſe, and being 
lead up Stairs between two, the following 
Information, which I had never before ſeen, 
was read over to her, when ſhe ſwore to 


the Truth and ſet her Mark to it. 


Middleſex.] The IxroRMATIO of Eliza- 
beth Canning of Aldermanbury 
Poſtern, London, Spinſter, taken 

upon Oath, this 7th Day of Fe- 

bruary, in the Year of our Lord 

1753, before Henry Fielding, 

Eſq, one of bis Majeſty's Fuſtices 

Y the Peace for the County of 

/liddleſex. 


This Informant, upon her Oath, faith, 
That on Monday, the Firſt Day of Ja- 
zuary laſt paſt, ſhe, this Informant, went 
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to ſee her Uncle and Aunt, who live at 
Saltpetre- Ban, near Raſemary- Lane, in 
the County of Midadleſex, and continued 
with them until the Evening; and ſaith, 

That upon her Return home, about Half 
an Hour after Nine, being oppoſit Bethle- 
hem-gate in Moor fields, ſhe, this Informant, 

was ſeized by two Men (whoſe Names are 
unknown to her, this Informant) who both 
had brown Bob-wigs on, anddrab-coloured 
Great-coats.; one of whom held her, this 
Informant, whilſt the other, feloniouſſy and 
violently, took from her one Shaving Hat, 

one Stuff Gown, and one Linen Apron, 
which ſhe had on; and alſo, Half a Guinea 
in Gold, and Three Shillings in Silver; 
and then he that held her thrcatened to do 
for this Informant. And this Informant 
faith, That, immediately after, they, the 
fame two Men, violently took hold of her, 
and dragged her up into the Gravel-walk 
that leads down to the ſaid Gate, and about 
the Middle thereof, he, the ſaid Man, that 
firſt held her, gave her, with his Fiſt, a 
very violent Blow upon the right Temple, 

which threw her into a Fit, and deprived 
her of her Senſes, (which Fi its, ſhe, this 
Informant, faith ſhe is accuſtomed and ſub- 
ject to, upon being frighted, and that they 


often continue for fix or ſeven Hours. ) 
And 
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And this Informant faith, That when ſhe 
came to herſelf, ſhe perceived that ſhe was 


carrying along by the ſame two Men, in a 


large Road-way : And faith, That in a 


little Time after, ſhe was ſo recovered ſhe 


was able to walk alone ; however they con- 
tinued to pull her along, which {till ſo in- 
timidated and frighted her, that ſhe durſt 
not call out for Aſſiſtance, or ſpeak to them. 


And this Informant faith, That in about 
half an Hour after ſhe had fo recovered 


herſelf, they, the ſaid two Men, carried 
her, this Informant, into a Houſe (which, 
as ſhe, this Informant, heard from tome of 
them, was about Four o' Clock in the 
Morning, and which Houſe, as the, this 
Informant, hath ſince heard and believes, 
is ſituate at Erficld-waſh in the County of 
Middleſex, and is reputed to be a very bad 


and diforderly Bawdy-houſe, and occupied 


by one Wells, Widow) and there this 
Informant ſaw, in the Kitchen, an old 
Gipſey Woman, and two young Women, 


whoſe Names were unknown to this ind 


mant; but the Name of one of them, this 
Informant hath ſince heard, and believes 15 
Jertue Hall, and faith, That the ſaid old 
Giply Woman took hold of this Infor- 


mant's Hand, and promiſed to give her fine 


Cloaths if ſhe wanld go their Way; 
F 2 (meaning, 
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(meaning, as this Informant underſtood, 
to become a Proſtitute) which this Infor- 
mant refuſing to do, ſhe, the ſaid old 
Gipſy Woman took a Knife out of 2 
Drawer, and cut the Lace of the Stays of 
her, this Informant, and took the ſaid 
Stays away from her; and one of the ſaid 
Men took off her Cap, and then the ſaid 
two Men went away with it, and ſhe, this 
Informant, hath never ſince ſeen any of 
her Things. And this Informant faith, 
That ſoon after they were gone, (which 
ſhe, this Informant, believes was about 
Five in the Morning) ſhe, the ſaid old 
Gipſy Woman, forced her, this Infor- 
mant, up an old Pair of Stairs, and puſhed 
her into a back Room like a Hay-loft, 
without any Furniture whatſoever in the 
ſame, and there locked her, this Informant, 
up, threatening her, this Informant, that 
if ſhe made the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, 
ſhe, the faid old Giply Woman, would 


cut her Throat, and then ſhe went away. 
And this Informant ſaith, That when it 


grew light, upon her looking round to ſee 
in what a diſmal Place ſhe was, ſhe, this 
Informant, diſcovered a large black Jug 
with the Neck much broken, wherein 
was ſome Water; and upon the Floor, 


vera] Pieces of Dre. near in Quantity 


5 
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to a quartern Loaf, and a ſmall Parcel of 


Hay : And faith, That ſhe continued in 
this Room, or Place, from the ſaid Tueſday 
Morning, the ſecond Day of January, un- 
til about Half-an-hour after Four of the 
Clock in the Afternoon of Monday the 
twenty-ninty Day of the ſame Month of 
Fanuary, without having, or receiving, 
any other Suſtenance, or Proviſion, than 
the ſaid Bread and Water N a ſmall 
Minced-pye, which ſhe, t 

had in her Pocket) or any Thing to lie on, 
other than the ſaid Hay; and without any 
Perſon, or Perſons, coming to her, altho' 
ſhe often heard the Name of Mrs. and 
Mother Wells called upon, whom ſhe un- 
derſtood was the Miſtreſs of the Houle. 


And this Informant faith, That on Friday, 
the twenty- ſixth Day of January laſt paſt, 


ſhe, this Informant, had conſumed all the 
aforeſaid Bread and Water, and continued 


without having any Thing to eat, or drink, 


until the Monday following, when ſhe, 
this Informant, being almoſt famiſhed 
with Hunger, and ſtarved with Cold, and 
almoſt naked during the whole Time of 
her Confinement, about Half-an-hour after 


Four in the Afternoon of the ſaid twenty- 


ninth Day of January, broke out at a 
Window of the ſaid Room, or Place, and 
1 Pi 80 


is Informant, 


1 


got to her Friends in London, about a Quar- 


ter after Ten the ſame Night, in a moſt 
weak, miſerable Condition, being very 


near ſtarved to Death. And this Infor- 


mant ſaith, That ſhe ever ſince hath been, 


and now is, in a very weak and declining 
State and Condition of Health, and altho' 
all poſſible Care and Aſſiſtance is given to 


her, yet whatever ſmall Nutriment ſhe, 
this Informant, 1s able to take, the ſame re- 
ceives no Paſſage through her, but what is 
forced by the Apothecary 8 Aſſiſtance and 


Medicines, 
The Mark of 
BC 


S2orn before me, Elizabeth Canning. 


Ibis 7th of Feb. 
753. 
H. FIELDING. 


Upon this Information, I iſſued a War- 


rant againſt all, who ſhould be found reſi- 


dent in the Houſe of the ſaid Wells, as idle 
and diſorderly Perfons, and Perſons of evil 
Fame, that they might appear before me, 
give Security for their good Behaviour ; 


upon which Warrant, Yertue Hall and 


one Judiih Natus were ſeized and brought 
before me, both being found at Mother 


Wells 8: They were in my Houſe above an 


Hour 
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Hour or more before I was at Leiſure to 
fee them, during which Time, and before 
I had ever ſeen Fertue Hall, I was informed, 
that ſhe would confeſs the whole Matter. 
When ſhe came before me, ſhe appeared 
in Tears, and ſeemed all over in a trem- 


bling Condition; upon which I endea- 


voured to ſoothe and comfort her : The 
Words I firſt ſpoke to her, as well as I can 
remember, were theſe, Child, you need 
not be under this Fear and Apprehenfion 
if you will tell us the whole 'Truth of this 
Affair, I give you my Word and Honour, 
as far as it is in my Power, to protect you; 
you ſhall come to no Manner of Harm. 
She anſwered, that ſhe would tell the 
whole Truth, but defired to have ſome 
Time given her to recover from her 
Fright ; upon this, I ordered'a Chair to be 
brought her, and deſired her to fit down, 
and then after ſome Minutes began to ex- 
amine her ; which I continued doing, in 
the ſofteſt Language and kindeſt Manner I 
was able, for a conſiderable Time, till ſhe 
had been guilty of ſo many Prevarications 
and Contradictions, that I told her I would 
examine her no longer, but would com- 
mit- her to Priſon, and leave her to ſtand 


or fall by the Evidence againſt her, 
and at the fame Time adviſcd Mr. Sai? 


do 
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to proſecute her as a Felon, together 
with the Gipſy Woman; upon this, ſhe 
begged I a6 hear.- her once more, and 
ad * ſhe would tell the Whole Truth, 
and accounted for her Unwillingneſs to do it, 
from the Fears of the Gipſy Woman and 
Wells. Ithen aſked her a few Queſtions, which 
ſhe anſwered with more Appearance of 
Truth than ſhe had done before; after 
which, I recommended to Mr. Salt, to go 
with her and take her Information in Writ- 
ing; and at her parting from me, I bid 
her be a good Girl, and be ſure to ſay nei- 
ther more nor leſs than the whole Truth. 
During this whole Time, there were no leſs 
than ten or a dozen Perſons of Credit pre- 
ſent, who will, I ſuppoſe, teſtify the Truth 
of this whole Tranſaction as it is here re- 
lated. Vertue Hall then went from me, 
and returned in about two Hours, When 
the following Information, which was, as 
ſhe ſaid, taken from her Mouth, was read 
over to her and ſigned with her Mark. 
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Ne IN FoR MATION m Virwe 1 Halt 
late of the Pariſh cf Enfield in the 
| | County of - Middleſex, Sprofler, taten 

upon 25 his 15th Day ef February 
1753, befvrr me Henry Fielding, Ejq; 
one 2 bit Maj e Fuftices of the Peace 
for the aun of Middleſex. 


, 


T his Infottrant upon ber Oath faith, 


That on Tueſday the ſecond Day of Jannary 


laſt paſt, about four of the Clock in the 
Morning, a young Woman, whoſe Name 
this — hath fince heard is Elxa- 
beth Canning,” was brought (without any 
Gown, Hat, or Apron on) to the _ 
of one Suſaznah Wells of Enfield Wah 

the County aforeſaid, Widow, by two en 


the Name of ons of whom is Fobn' $ Futres, 


the reputed Son of one Mary Shui, an 
old Gipſy Woman, who then; and ſome 
little time before, had lodged at the Houſe 
of the: ſkid Suſannab Wells, but the Name 
of the other of the ſaid two Men this In- 
formant knows not, ſhe this Informant ne- 


ver having ſeen him before or ſince to the 


beſt of her Knowledoe. And this Inform- 
ant faith, That When ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning was brought into the Kitchen of 


the laid NMalls's Hoaſe, there were preſent 
G the 
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the ſaid Mary Shurres, John Squires, the 


Man unknown, Katharine Squires, the re- 
puted Daughter of the ſaid Mary Squires, 


and this Informant; and this Informant 


docs not recollect that any one elſe was in 


the ſaid Kitchen at tkat time: And ſaith, 


That immediately upon her the ſaid Eliæa- 
be:h Canning's being brought in, the ſaid 


John Squires ſaid, here Mother take this 
Girl, or uſed Wards. to that Effect; and 
the the ſaid Mary Squires aſked him where 


they had brought her from? and Jabn faid 


from Moorfields, and told his faid Mother 
that they had taken her Gown, - Apron, 
Hat, 5 half a Guinea from her, to the 
beſt of this — s Recollection and 
Sg wires ; took. hold ot of the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 
ning's Hand, and aſked her if ſhe would 

go their Way, or Words to that Effect; 
and upon the ſaid Eligabeth Canning 's an- 
ſwering no, ſhe the ſaid Mary Squires took 
a Knife out of the Drawer of the Dreſſer in 
the Kitchen, and there with cut the Lace of 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning s Stays, and took 
the ſaid Stays away from her, and hung 
them on the Back of a Chair, and the faid 
Man unknown took the Cap off the ſaid 
Flizabeth Canning's Head, and then he, 
with the laid John 88 res, went out of 
Doors 
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43 
Doors with it. And this Informant ſaith, 


That quickly after they were gone ſhe the 


faid Mary Squtres puſhed the ſaid Flizaberh 
Canning along the Kitchen, towards and up 


a Pair-of Stairs leading into a large Back- 


room like a Loft, called the Workſhop; 
where there was. ſome Hay; and whilſt 
ſhe the ſaid Mary Squires was fo puſhing her 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning towards the 
Stairs, ſhe the ſaid Suſannah Wells came in- 
to the Kitchen, and aſked the faid Mary 


Squires what ſhe was going to puſh the Girl 


up Stairs for, or Words to that Effect, and 
to the beſt of this Informant's Recollection 


and Belief the ſaid Mary Squires anſwered, 


What is that to you, you have no Buſineſs 
with it? whereupon the ſaid Suſannah Wells 
directly went out of the Kitchen into an op- 
polite Room called the Parlour, from whence 
the came, as this Informant believes. And 
this Informant faith, That the ſaid Mary 
Squires forced the ſaid E/rzabeth Canning 
up Stairs into the ſaid Workſhop, and but- 
toned the Door at the Bottom of the Stairs 


in the Kitchen upon her, and confined her 
there. And this Informant faith, That 


about two Hours after a Quantity of Water 
in an old broken mouthed large black Jug 
was carried up the ſaid Stairs, and put 
down upon the Floor of the ſaid Workſhop 
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at the? Fop of the Staits, to the beſt: of this 
Informant's Recollection and Relief. And 
this Informant ſaith, That foon-after the 
ſaicl Elizabeth Canning was fo put into che 
ſaid Workſhop, and the ſaid Suſannab Wells 
wyas returned into the Parlour, the faid 
Squires returned again into the Kitchen, 
and took the Stays from off the Choir and 

went away with the fame, and in about an 
Hour's time returned and went into the 
Parlour with the ſaid Steſannab Wells. He 
the ſaid Jobm Squires came again into the 
Kitchen, and then this Informant went in- 
to the Parlour to the faid S:zſannab Hells, 
and the ſaid Suſannah! Fells there ſaid. to 
this Informant Virtus, the Gipſy Man 
(meaning the ſaid John Squires). has been 
telling me that his Mother had cut the 
Girl's (meaning the ſaid El:zabeth Can- 
ning s) Stays off her Back, and that he has 
got them; and further ſaid; I defire you 
will not make a Clack of it, for fear it ſhould 
be blown, or uſed Words to that or the 
like Effect. And this Informant - faith, 
That from the Time of the ſaid Eliæabeth 9 
Canning's being ſo confined in the Morn- 1 
ing of the faid ſecond Day of Janunny in 'F 
manner as aforeſaid, the. Gl ſaid Elzabeth © 
 Corting was not miſſed or diſcovered: to 
have cicaped out of the aid W — un- Ei 
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till Nedbeſday the 3 1ſt Day of the fate 
Month of Jae ary, as ſhe this Informant 


verily, believes ; for that to the beſt of this 


Informant's Recollection and Belief, the 
Was the Perſon that firſt miſſed the ſaid 


Elizabgth Canning thereout. And this In- 
Hormmant ſaith, That the ſaid Suſanneb Well 


| harboured and continued the faid Mary 


Squires in her aforeſaid Houſe. from the 
Time of. the faid Mary Squires's robbing 
the ſaid Rliaabeth Canning of her Stays un- 


till Thur ſday the firſt Dior of February. laſt 


2 when the ſaid Suſannah Wells, Sarah 
Daughter, Mary Squires, Jchn Squires, 
his two Siſters. Katharine and Mary Squires, 
Fortune Natus, and Sarab his Wife, and 
this Informant, were apprehended on ac- 
count thereof, and carried: before Juſtice 
Ty/hemaker..” And this Informant faith; 


That Fortune Natus and Sarah his Wife, 
to the beſt of this Informant's Recollection 
and Belief, have lodged in the Houſe of 
the ſaid Saſannab Wells about eleven Weeks 
next before Monday the fifth Day of Fe- 
veruary Inſtant, and „ on a Bed of Hay 


Lorend.. in the Kitchen at Night, which was 


in the Day-time puſhed up in a Corner 
thereof, and continued lying there, when 


at e untill Tune the ſaid firſt Yay 
0 


— 
— 


— — —— — 5 
— — _— 
V..2”'S ” - 


— — hy pw — — — . go" — — - 
- by . — * — 17 — — * In * — — 
2 > þ-42P — 3 K 222 b — 
D. * =. — ba 
- - Pa — — = — — — 
1 > == 2 LIECEST SDS — vent 


REES: 


23 


— 


__ SY „ 
— * 3 — 
gm hem —— — yy 
> : R ä — 

— s 


N 
2 wo_———————_— 
Nr 
wt r 
— —— 


— 
* 


ID = 9 

8 I 2 

2 ts 2 3 by 

— — — — 0 
* x 3 


— 
I — 


2 
42 
r 


[ 46 ] 
of February when before the ſaid Mr. Ty v/he= 
maker, all except the faid Suſannah Wells 
and Mary Squires were diſcharged, and 
then that Evening the ſaid Fortune Natus 
and Sarah his Wife laid up in the ſaid 
Workſhop where the ſaid 'E/:zobeth Can- 
ning had been confined, ſo that, as this 
informant underſtood; it might be pretend- 
ed that they had lein in the ſaid Workſhop 
for all the Time they had lodged in the 
ſaid Suſannah Wells's Houſe. And faith; 
That on the Day on which it was diſcover» 
ed that the ſaid Elizabeth Canning had 
made her Eſcape out of the faid Work: 
ſhop, by breaking down ſome Boards ſlight- 
ly, affixed acroſs the Window-place, . the 
ſaid Sarah, Daughter of the ſaid Suſannah 
Wells, nailed up the faid Window-place 
again with Boards, ſo that the. ſaid Win- 
dow-place might not appear to have been 
broke open. And laſtly, this Informant 
faith, That ſhe, this Informant, hath lived 
with the ſaid Suſannah Wells about a Quar 
ter of a Year laſt paſt, and well knows 
that the ſaid Suſannah Wells, during that 


time, hath kept a very notorious ill govern-. 


ed and diſorderly Houſe, and has had the 
Character of doing ſo for many Years paſt; 

and that the faid Sulannah Melis well knew 
And 


To 7. 
and was privy to the Confinement of the 


faid Elizabeth . 

Sa, Werd. ws. 5 2 
"this 1 A Fe- 1 + Hall. 
bruary 1753. "Mark. 
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The Reader will be pleaſed to conſider 
the Nature of this Information truly taken 
in the Manner above ſet down, to compare 
it with the Evidence given by this Virtur 
Hall at her Tryal, and laſtly, to compare 
it with the Roenie of El zabeth Canning, 
and then I am much miſtaken if he on- 
demns either che Judge or Jury. * I Bhat 


1 Alter 1 bad finiſhed the Examination of 
V:irtne Hall, one Judith Natus, the Wife 
of Fortune. Natus, whom I apprehend to 
belong to the Gipſies, and who was found 
in the Houſe with Virtue Hail, being ex- 
amined upon het Oath before me, declared, 
That ſhe and her Huſband lay in the ſame 
Room where Elizabeth Canning pretended 
to have been confined during the whole 
Time of her -pretended Confinement, and 
declared, That ſhe had never ſeen nor heard 
of any ſuch Perſon as Elizabeth Canning in 
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Nelles Houſe. Upon this Virtue Hull, of 
her own Accord, affirmed, as the doth in her 


Information in Writing, theſe two Perſons 
were introduced into that- Room, to lie 


there, by Mother Wells, to give a Colour to 
the Defence which Wells was to make; and 


which theſe People, in the Preſence of 


Virtue Hall, had agreed to ſwear to. f 


this ſome Perſons, who were pre- 
K were deſirous that this Judith Natus 
ſhould be committed for Perjury, but I told 


them that ſuch a Proceeding would be con- 


trary to Law, for that I might as well com- 


mit Virtue Hall upon the Evidence of Fu- 


dith Natus. — 25 I confeſs I my- 
ſelf thought her guilty of Perjuty, I gave 
her ſome little Caution, and told her Se 


the ought to be very ſure of the Truth of 


what de ſaid, if ſhe intended to give that 
Evidence at the Old Bailey, and: then: Gif 


| charged her. 


The next Day 83 ! ae 
before me, but nothing” material —— nor 
was ſhe three Minutes in my Preſence. I 


then ordered Detainers for Felony againſt 


the Gipſy Woman and Wells to be ſent to 


. the Priſons where "I then wy _ 'the 


Com- 


fle 


CEortititments of Mr. 7 y/hemaker, and thus 


ended all the Trouble Thich 1 thought it 
was neceſſary for me to give myſelf in this 


Affair; for as 2 Gipſy Woman or Wells, 
.. thoſe who underſtand the Law well know 


: I had no Buſineſs with them. A 


Same Days efferrrands, however, - upon 
my Return to Town, my Clerk informed 


me, that ſeveral Noble Lords had fent to 


my Houſe in my Abſence, deſiring to be 


_ preſent at the Examination of the Gipſy 


Woman. Of this I informed Mr. Salt, and 
defired him to bring Elizabeth Canning and 
Virtue Hall, in order to ſwear their ſeveral 
Informations again in the Preſence of the 
Gipfy Woman and Wells, and appointed 


him a Day for ſo doing, of which I ſent an 
Advice to the noble Lords. 


T4; a oo. 


.. Ons of theſe, namely Lord Montfort, 


together with ſeveral Gentlemen of Faſhion, 


came at the appointed Time. They were 


in my Room before the Priſoners or Wit- 
neſſes were brought up. The Informations 


were read to the t two Priſoners ; after which 


| I aſked the Priſoners a very few. Queſtions, 


and in what Manner I behaved to them Jet 


all who were preſent teſtify ; I can truly 


ſay, that my Memory doth not charge me 
Wich 


I 
with having ever inſulted the loweſt owes 
that hath been brought before me. + 


The Priſoners and Witneſſes left the 
Room while all the Company remained in 
it; and from that Time to this Day I ne- 
ver ſaw the Face of Virtue Hall, unleſs once 
when ſhe came before me with Canning, to 
ſee a Man who was taken on Suſpicion of 
the Robbery, and when I ſcarce ſpoke tg 
her; nor ſhould I have ſeen Elizabeth Causa 
ming more, had not I received a Meſſage from 
ſome Gentlemen deſiring my Advice how-to 
diſpoſe of ſome Money which they had col- 
lected, tothe Uſeof El:zabethCanning, in the 
beſt Manner for her Advantage; upon which 
Occaſion J ordered her to be ſent for, tomeet 
one of the Gentlemen at my Houſe: And had 
I not likewiſe been informed ſince the Tryal, 
that a great Number of Affidavits, proving 
that the Gipſy Woman was at Abbotſbary.in 
Dorfir/bire, at the very Time when Eliza- 


herb Canning had ſworn that ſhe was robbed 


by her at Enfield-waſbe, were arrived at my 
Lord Mayor's Office. Upon this I ſent for 
her once more, and endeavoured by. all 


Means in my Power to fift the Truth out 


"of her, and to bring her to a Confeſſion if 
the was guilty ; but ſhe perſiſted in the 
Truth of the Evidence that ſhe had given, 
and. with ſuch an Appearance of Innocence, 
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L* 
as perſuaded all N of the Ss of her 
Cauſe. + | 


Thus have I very minutely recited the 
whole: Concern which I had in this Affair, 
unleſs that aſter I had diſcharged my Whole 
Duty as a Juſtice-of the Peace, Mr. Salt 
came again to conſult with me concerning 
the Crime of which Wells was accuſed, = 
the: Manner of proſecuting her, upon a 
Point of Law, which is by no means a very 
eaſy one, namely that of Acceſſaries after 
the Fact in Felony, von which I es 198 
wu Opunion. 


And now ks run through the Pro- 
ceſs: of the Affair as far as to the Tryal, 
which is already in Print, I come to lay be- 
fore the Reader that Point of ee on 
which, as I have ſaid, fo great a Streſs 
ought to be laid, a Point on which indeed 

any Cauſe whatever might be ſafely reſted: 


This is the Agreement, in ſo: many particu- 


lar Circumſtances between the Evidence of 
Elizabeth Canning and Virtue Hall. That 
Virtue Hall had never ſeen nor heard the 


Evidence of Elizabeth Canning at the Time 
vhen ſhe made her own. Information, is a 
1 act; nay, had ſhe even heard the other 


t it once over before a Juſtice of Peace, 


that the thould be able, at a Diſtance of 
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Time, to retain every particular Circum- 
ſtance ſo exactly as to make it tally in the 
Manner her Information doth with that of 
Elizabeth Canning, is a Suppoſition in the 
higheſt Degree abſurd, and thoſe who can 
believe it can believe that which is much 
more incredible than any thing in the an, 
rative of Eli Zabeth Canning. E466 


The only Way therefore to account for 
this is, by ſuppoſing that the two. Girls laid 
this Story together. To the Probability 
and indeed Poſſibility of this en I 
object, „ 


Fir/?, That from the whole Circum- 
ſtances of this Caſe it appears manifeſtly 
that. they had never ſeen the Face of each 
other (unleſs Canning be believed as to the 
Time when ſhe was brought into Alles) be- 
fore the Perſons came to apprehend her, may 
Wells herſelf declared before me, that Can 


ning had never been in her Houſe, and the 


other ſcarce ever out of i it during the whole 


Month in Queſtion. 


Secondly, If we could ſuppoſe they had 
met together ſa as to form this Story, the 
Behaviour of Virtue Hall before Mr. Tyſle- 
maker would intireiy deftr roy any ſuch Sup- 


poſition, ſor there this Virtue Hall was fo 
far 


[53] 


far from being in the ſame Story with Eu- 


zabeth Canning, that ſhe there affirmed ſhe 
knew nothing of the Matter, and ſhe had 
then no Reaſon to apprehend any farther 
Examination ;- nor is it poſſible to conceive 
that theſe two Girls ſhould afterwards enter 
into any ſuch Agreement. From the Day 


of the Examination before Mr. Ty/bemater, 


till Virtue Hall came before me, the two 
Girls never ſaw the Face of each other, the 
one remained ſick at her Mother's in Town, 
the other continued at Wells's Houſe at En. 


field, in Company with thoſe who yet per- 


ſiſt in their Friendſhip to Wells and the Gip- 
ſy. In reality, I never yet heard a Fact bet- 
ter eſtabliſhed in a Court of Juſtice than 
this, that E/izabeth Canning and Virtue Hall 
did not -lay this Story together, nay even 
ſhe herſelf doth not, as I have heard, fince 
her Apoſtacy, pretend to ſay any ſuch 
thing, but imputes her Evidence to her be- 
ing threatened and bullied into it, which 
to my own Knowledge, and that of 
many others, is a moſt impudent Falfe- 
hood; and, ſecondly, aſcribes her agree- 
ing with Elizabeth Canning to having heard 
her deliver her Evidence, which, beſides 
being impoſſible, can be proved to be an- 
other notoricus Falſchood, by a great Num- 


ber "ow Witneſſes of indiſputable Credit, g 
50 
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So that I think I am here intitled to a 
following ſyllogiſtical Concluſion. — 


t - 


Whenever two Witnefles declare a Fact, 
eicher the Fact is true or they have previ- 
oully concerted the Evidence between them 


ſelves: 
n 


But in this Caſe it is impoſſible that theſe 
Girls ſhould have fo previouſly concerted 
the Evidence : 


Kal therefore the Fact is true. 


The Reader il be pleaſed to bc 
That I do not here lay any Weight on the 
Evidence of Virtue Hall, as far as her own 
Credit is neceſſary to ſupport that Evidence, 
for in Truth ſhe deſerves no Credit at all; 
the Weight which I here lay on her Evi- 
dence is ſo far only as it is ſupported by that 


Evidence of Fact which alone is always 
ſafely to be depended upon, as it is alone 


incapable of a Lye. 


And here, though I might very THe ref 
the Merits of the whole Cauſe on this ſingle 
Point, yet I cannot conclude the Caſe of 

this 


134 agree in all the Circumſtances of it, 
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this poor Girl without one Obſervation, 
which hath, I own, ſurprized me, and 
will, I doubt not, ſurpriſe the Reader. It 
is this, Why did not the Gipſy Woman 
and Wells produce-the Evidence of Fortune 
Natus and his Wife in their Defence at their 
Tryal, ſince that Evidence, as they well 
knew, was ſo very ſtrong in their Behalf, 
that had the Jury believed it, they muſt 
have been acquitted ? For my own Part, 
J can give but one Anſwer to this, ar. d that 
is too obvious to need to be here men- 
tioned. 


Nor will J quit this Caſe, without obſerv- 
ing the pretty Incident of the minced Pye ; 


which, as it poſſibly faved this poor Girl's 


Life, ſo doth the Intention of carrying 
it home to her little Brother ſerve very 


highly to repreſent the Goodneſs, as well as 


Childiſhneſs and Simplicity of her Cha- 
racter; a Character ſo ſtrongly imprinted in 
her Countenance, and atteſted by all her 
Neighbours. 


Upon the hol, this Caſe, whether it 


be conſidered in a private or in a public 


Light, deſerves to be ſcrutiniſed to the 


the Bottom; and that can be only done by 


the Gorernment s authoriſing ſome very 
capable 
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capable and very indifferent Perſons, to 


examine into it, and particularly into the 


alibi Defence of Mary Squires the Gipſy 


Woman. On the one Side here is the Life 
of a Subject at Stake, who, if her Defence 
is true, is innocent ; and a young Girl, 


guilty of the blackeſt, moſt premeditated, 
and molt audacious Perjury, levelled againſt 


the Lives of ſeveral innocent Perſons.” 


On the other Side, if the Evidence of 
Elizabeth Canning 1s true, and Perjury 
ſhould, nevertheleſs, prevail againſt her, 
an innocent young Creature, who hath ſuf- 
fered the moſt cruel and unheard-of In- 
juries, is in Danger of being rewarded for 
them by Ruin and Infamy; and what muſt 
extremely aggravate her Caſe, and will diſ- 
tinguiſh her Miſery from that of all other 
Wretches upon Earth, is, that ſhe will 
owe all this Ruin and Infamy to this ſtrange 
Circumſtance, that her Sufferings have been 
beyond what human Nature is ſuppoſed 


capable of bearing; whilſt Robbery, Cru- 
elty, and the moſt impudent of all Per- 


juries, will eſcape with Impunity and 
Triumph ; and, therefore, will ſo eſcape, 


becauſe the Barbarity of the guilty Parties 


hath 'riſen to a Pitch of wanton and un- 
tempted Inhumanity, beyond all Poſſibility 
of Belief. 
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As to my own Conduct in this Affair, 
which I have deduced with the moſt mi- 
nute Exactneſs, I know it to be highly juſ- 
tifiable before God and before Man. I 
frankly own, I thought it intitled me to 
the very Reverſe of Cenſure. The Truth 
is, the fame Motive prevaiied with me 
then, which principally urged me to take 
up my Pen at this Time, a Deſire to pro- 
tect Innocence and to detect Guilt ; . 
the Delight in ſo doing was the only Re- 
ward I ever expected, fo help me God ; 
and I have the Satisfaction to be aſſured, 
that thoſe who know me beſt will moſt be- 


heve me. 


11 ſolemn Truth, the oh irons: I can 
ever be poſſibly charged with in this Caſe 
is an Error in Sagacity. If Ek zabeth Can- 


ning be guilty of a falſe Accuſation, I own | 


ſhe hath been capable of impoſing on me; 
but I have the Comfort to think the ſame 
Impoſition hath paſſed not only on two Ju- 
ries, but likewife on one of the beſt Judges 
that ever ſate on the Bench of Juſtice, and 
on two other very able Judges who were 
preſent at the Tryal. 2 5 27755 
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jured of all human Beings. 


1 
I do not, for my own Part, pretend to 
Infallibility, though I can at the ſame time 
with Truth declare, that I have never ſpared 
any Pains in endeavouring to detect Falſe- 
hood and Perjury, and have had ſome very 


notable Succeſs that Way. 


In this Caſe, however, one of the moſt 
fimple Girls I ever ſaw, if ſhe be a wicked 
one, hath been too hard for me ; ſuppoſing 
her to be ſach ſhe hath indeed moſt groſs- 
ly deceived me, for I remain {till in the 
fame Error: And I appeal, in the moſt 
folemn Manner, to the Almighty for 
the Truth of what I now affert. I am at 
this very Time, on this 15th Day of 
March 1753, as firmly perſuaded as I am 
of any Fact in this World, the Truth of 
which depends ſolely on the Evidence of 


others, that Mary Squires the Gipſy Woman, 


IS GUILTY of the Robbery and Cruelty 
of which ſhe ſtands convicted; that the 
alibi Defence is not only a falſe one, but a 
Falſehood very eaſy to be practiſed on all 
Occations, where there are Gangs of People, 
as Giphes, Sc. that very foul and unjuſti- 
fiable Practices have been uled in this whole 
Affair ſince the Tryal ; and that Z/;72aberb 
Canning is a poor, honeſt, innocent, ſimple 
Girl, and the moſt unhappy and moſt 1 
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It is this Perſuaſion alone, I repeat it 
again, which ' occaſioned me to give the 


Public this Trouble ; for as to myſelf, I 


am, in my own Opinion, as little concerned 
in the Event of this whole Matter as any 
other Man whatever. 


Whatever Warmth I have at laſt con- 
tracted in this Matter, J have contracted 
from thoſe who have been much warmer 
on the other Side; nor can any ſich Ma- 

iſtrate blame me, ſince we muſt, I am 
perſuaded, act from the ſame Motive of do- 
ing Juſtice to injured Innocence. This is 
ſurely the Duty of every Man, and a very 
indiſpenſible Duty it is, if we believe one 
of the beſt of Writers. Qui non defendit, 
nec obiſtit, ſi poteſt, injurie, tam erit in vi- 
tio quam fi parentes, aut amicos, aut patri- 
am deſerat. "Theſe are Tully's Words, and 
they are in the moſt eſpecial Manner ap- 


plicable to every Magiſtrate. | 


To the Merit of having diſcharged this 
Duty, my Lord Mayor as well as myſelf 
have a juſt Title at all Events. And for my 
own Part, as I do not expect to gain, ſo 
neither do I fear to loſe any other Honour 


on the final Iflue of this Affair: For ſure- 
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ly the Caufe is of ſuch a Nature that a 
Man muſt be intolerably vain who is a- 
ſhamed of being miitaken on either Side. 
To be placed above the Reach of Deceit is 
to be placed above the Rank of a human 
Being ; ſure I am that I make no Preten- 
ſion to be of that Rank; indeed I have been 
often deceived in my Opinion of Men, and 
have ſerved and recommended to others 
thoſe Perſons whom I have afterwards diſ- 
covered to be totally worthleſs. I ſhall, in 
ſhort, be very well contented with the 
Character which Cicero gives of Epicurus. 
Drs illum neget & bonum virum & comem 
& humanum fuiſſe! And whoever will allow 
me this, which I muſt own I think I de- 
ſerve, ſhall have my Leave to add, amen, 
i hac vera ſunt non ſatis acutus fuit. 


In ſolemn "WY ſo little defirous ain I 
to be found in the right, that I ſhall not be 
in the leaſt diſpleaſed to find myſelf miſ- 
taken. This indeed I ought, as a good 
Man, to with may be the Caſe; fince that 
this Country ſhould have produced one 
great Monſter of Iniquity, is a Reflection 
much leſs ſhocking than to conſider the 
Nation to be arrived at ſuch an alarming 
State of Profligacy, and our Laws and Go- 
vernment to lie in ſo languiſhing a Condi- 
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tion that a Gang of Wretches like theſe 
ſhould dare to form ſuch an impudent At- 


tempt to elude public Juſtice, nay rather 


to overbear it by the Force of aſſociated 


Perjury in the Face of the whole World ; 
and that this audacious Attempt ſhould have 


had, at leaſt, a very high e of 
ſucceeding. 


This is the Light in which I fee this 
Caſe at preſent. I conclude, therefore, 


with hoping that the Government will au- 


thoriſe ſome proper Perſons to examine to 
the very Bottom, a Matter in which the 


Honour of our national Juſtice is ſo deeply 
concerned, 


P OS TS M 


N the extreme Hurry in which the fore- 
1 going Caſe was drawn up, I forgot to 
obſerve one ſtrange Circumſtance which 
will attend the Caſe of Elizabeth Canning, 


if it ſhould be admitted to be a Forgery ; 
this is, that ſhe ſhould charge the Gipſy 


Woman when ſhe muſt have known that 
Woman could prove an Alibi, and not Su- 


Jannah Wells, who could have had no ſuch 


Proof. This will be very —_— if applied 
to the Evidence of Canning, but much 
ſtronger 


* 
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ſtronger when applied to the Evidence of 
Firtue Hall, who lived in the Houſe the 
whole Timm. : 


7 


This appears to be very ſimple Conduct; 
and, as ſuch, indeed, is conſiſtent enough 
with. her Character. So is not the artful 
Manner in which the Charge was brought 
out ; firſt Canning accuſed the Gipſy Wo- 
man, and went no farther, then Hall 
brought the reſt upon the Stage, all in ſuch 
Regularity, and with ſuch Appearance of 
Truth that no Newgate Sollicitor ever ran- 
ged his Evidence in better Order. But, 
perhaps, I might have ſpared my Reader 
theſe Obſervations, as I can now inform 
him that I have this very Afternoon (Sun- 
day the 18th inſtant) read over a great 
Number of Affidavits corroborating the 
whole Evidence of Canning, and contradict- 
ing the Alibi Defence of the Gipſy Woman. 
I thall only add, that theſe Affidavits are by 
unqueſtionable Witneſſes, and ſworn before 
three worthy Juſtices of the County of 
Middleſex, who live in the Neighbourhood 


« 


of Enfield HW. aſhe. Hs 
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